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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. 
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addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
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Tait R. Swanson 



Dear Sir: 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

In response to the Advisory Action and the Examiner's Interview Summary 
mailed April 27, 2004, the Applicants submit the following Interview Summary. On 
April 19 and 20, 2004, the Applicants initiated telephonic interviews with the Examiner. 
During these telephonic interviews, the Applicants emphasized that the Reid reference 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,982,614) fails to teach or suggest the features recited in the instant 
claims 1-50. Specifically, the Applicants stressed that Reid is completely devoid of a 
shared or common connector, as set forth in the instant claims. The Examiner asserted 
that the terminator 310 of the cable 300 of Reid corresponds to the claimed shared or 
common connector. However, the Applicants emphasized that the terminator 310 is not 
disposed adjacent the ports 112, because only the terminators 322, 324, 326, and 328 can 
plug into the ports 112. Thus, the Reid reference cannot anticipate the instant claims. 
The Examiner disagreed without any response to this deficiency of Reid. The Applicants 
believe the Examiner has not properly interpreted each claim as a whole, because the 
Examiner's interpretation of the terminator 310 completely ignores the positional 
relationship between the connectors and ports as recited in the instant claims. For these 
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reasons, the Applicants reiterate that the instant claims are patentable over the Reid 
reference. 
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR RESPONSE/AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is/are the following in the above-identified application: 

( ) Response/Amendment ( ) Petition to extend time to respond 

( ) New fee as calculated below ( ) Supplemental Declaration 

( ) No additional fee (Address envelope to "Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment") 

(X) Other: Interview Summary (fee $ ) 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED BY OTHER THAN A SMALL ENTIT 
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FOR 
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AFTER AMENDMENT 
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$ 0 
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$ 0 


[ ] FIRST PRESENTATION OF A MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 


+ $290 


$ 0 


EXTENSION 
FEE 


1ST MONTH 


2ND MONTH 


3RD MONTH 


4TH MONTH 


$ 0 


$1 10.00 




$420.00 




$950.00 




$1480. OU 




OTHER FEES 


$ 


TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 


$ 0 



Charge $ Q to Deposit Account 08-2025. At any time during the pendency of this 

application, please charge any fees required or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 08-2025 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. Additionally please charge any fees to Deposit Account 08-2025 under 37 
CFR 1.16 through 1.21 inclusive, and any other sections in Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
that may regulate fees. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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